Cerebral lesions in preterm infants after tocolytic indomethacin.
The incidence and type of cerebral lesions in 159 infants born before 30 weeks gestation were studied, using ultrasound. Indomethacin was given as part of tocolytic management to mothers with a high incidence of early rupture of membranes and preterm labour; and 76 fetuses were exposed to the drug as a result. For the remaining 83 pregnancies, in which there was a high incidence of chronic fetal distress and in utero hypoxia, tocolysis was either not started or limited to fenoterol. The neonatal course was similar for both groups of infants, except that patent ductus arteriosus was less commonly diagnosed in the 76 infants exposed to indomethacin. However, the incidence of periventricular leukomalacia was increased among infants exposed to any tocolytic agent; and cystic lesions occurred more commonly in those exposed to indomethacin.